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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 



Thk fol]0i¥iDg pages contain a trans* 
Ifttion of Greneral Cknint Bismark's 
celebrated little work, entitled << Feld- 
dienst Instruction fur die Karallerie.^ 

The several pubUcationa of this di». 
tinguidied officer on the tactics^ fcc of 
cayalry^ have met wid& high and de- 

a 

' ; ■ ■ ' 

Digitized by Google 



IV. PREFACE. 

served approbation on the Continent, 
and cannot fail of being duly appre- 
dated by all military men. 

The Field Service Instruction was 
ori^ally written for the use of the 
Wurtemberg cavalry, in 18S0, and in 
the second ledition, of which the follow- 
ing is a transktion, was re-modelled by 
a highly talented officer of the Prussian 
Staff, Major C. V<m Deckar, for the 
more general use of all cavi^, and 
published at Ba*liit, m May^ 18SI. 

TMb littk condse work, {mote 
calculi^ed td impress on the memory 
tke chief princ^jes of d^ Immcii gI 
seffietf than to^ e:qAdn to mhiut»e 
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details")'^ produced a great wnsatkm in 
Poland; it was published at Warsaw, 
and in the dbort pmod oi one month 
passed through two editions. 

The Editor of die Berlin eidUtion 
thus expresses himsdf : — 

^^ As to the jxokaiitj and value c^ the 
Fidd Service Instruction, I abstain from 
all judgment, although I am fully con- 
vniced diat it must be highly acceptable 
to every redecting cavalry offioo- ; it is, 
however^ a pleasing duty to me, in the 
name of my brothers in arms, thus 
publicly to thank the author {qt the 

* Grttoyrnopen Nmn Brito, No. X. 1882. 
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VI FEEFACE. 

valuably present which he has made 
us." 

The Translator, aware of the extreme 
difficulty of rendering the German 
language with the full force of the 
original, has used his utmost exertions 
to preserve the piuity and vigour of 
Count Bismark^s style, and confidently 
hopes that the submission of this little 
work to the British army will but serve 
to encrease the already extended fame 
of its distinguished author. 

Hunov^Tf January 10M» 18^5. 
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AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 



' As the various situations and casual- 
ties attendant upon a war cannot be 
previously determined, no undeviat- 
ing rules can be prescribed. To the 
individual reflection and intelligence of 
the officer must the proper application 
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of those principles be oammitted, whicb 
should be regulated by time and cir- 
cumstance. 

According to these principles has the 
following " Field Service Instruction'* 
been compiled, and is only to be consi- 
dered as the means of pointing out a 
mode of instruction for the men. The 
instruction should be given freely, and 
communicated in such a manner as to 
inspire the recruit with confidence in his 
instructor, who therefore must not con- 
fine himself medhanically to the given 
questions, nor be content with the cw- 
responding given answer; but divide 
the subject into such appropriate parts, 
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PREFACE. IX 

tbat the Recruit shall at length acquire 
a clear conception of its meaning. 

This is the meth&l which is here 
prescribed. 
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PART THE FIRST. 


ON THE 


SERVICE OF THE CAVALRY 


IN EBrBRBNCJt TO THB 


SAFETY OF THE ARMY. 


SECTION I. 


POSITION. 


A. — Camp. 


1. What is a camp? 


A position of rest in the open field. 


2. At what period of a war is an encamp- 


ment made ? 


When two armies are so near that a con- 


stant state of readiness for action is required. 


B 
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2 FIELD SERVICE OF CAVALRY. 

3. In this case, where are the cavalry to 
be encamped which are intended ibr the pro- 
tection of the army ? 

In a semi-circle before it 

4. At what distance ? 

From one to two or three cannon shots' 
distance : or 2,000 to 6,000 paces, accord- 
ing to circumstances and to the nature of the 
ground. 

5. What is to be principally considered in 
the choice of a position ? 

Full freedom of manoeuvre for action. 

6. Where, therefore, should natural ob- 
structions be situated, (such as hollow ways, 
morasses, villages, &c.) before or behind the 
front? 

Before the front. 

7. At what distance ? 

At least 800 paces, or the distance of the 
fire of a six-pounder. 

8. When may a position be considered 
good? 
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FIfiLD SERVICE OF CAVALRY. 3 

When the enemy's intentions arc d^eated 
by natural impediments. 

9. What is a necessary condition of every 
position ? 

Freedom of retreat. 

10. What are the best situations for 
camps ? 

Firm meadow ground^ and com fidd^. 

11. What is to be ascertained befpre the 
selection of every position ? 

That a supply of watei' fox the hane^ qan 
be procured. 

12. In a bad season where should the en- 
campment be made ? 

Near a village. 

13. May it b^ placed in a garden? 
By no means. 

14. Are guards necessairy ? 

Yes : every regimjent, sqijadron^ or troop, 
which is detached, has a camp-guard ? 

15. What is the duty of the camp-g\iard ? 

B 2 
■ ■ I. I 
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4 nSLD SERVICE OF CAVALRY. 

Generally, the ordinary duty of a barrack- 
guard in time of peace. 

B, — Cantoning. 

16. What is understood by cantoning ? 
The quartering of the troops in villages, 

17. May troops be at ease when so quar- 
tered in time of war ? 

No. 

18. May they be unsaddled during the 
day? 

Not without orders. 

19. What is done during the night ? 
Every man remains accoutred by his horse. 

20. When are they bridled ? 
At midnight. 

21. Is this sufficient for their safety, sup- 
posing that the enemy is near, and posted 
opposite ? 

No. 
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FIELD SBRTICB OF CAVALRY^ 5 

22. What further must he done ? 

Two hours before day-break they must 
march out, either partially or entirely, ac- 
cording to circumstances, 

23. What is done if the enemy attacks 
them? 

Each man hastens with all possible speed 
to the place where he had previously pa- 
raded. 

24. What is this place called I 
Alarmi-post. 

C— Field-Guards. 

25. What are field-guaids ? 

Guards placed in the open field towards 
the enemy. 

26. What is their use ? 

Security fiom the enemy as Icmg as the 
army is at rest. 

27. Where are field-guards placed ? 

B 3 
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6 riBLD fifiRVICB OP CAVALRY. 

Under cover of any olgects that offien 

28. For example ? 

Behind small thickets, rising grounds, 
hedges, an old wall, a sii^le house, &o. 

29. Why are they so placed ? 

To enable them to observe, and remain 
concealed. 

30. Is this position changed in Uie night ? 
Yes. 

31. In what manner ? 

They advance into the open country. 

32. For what purpose? 

Because they have more power of observa- 
tion, and less chance of being surprised. 

33. How far may the field-guards, &c. be 
ttom the camp or quarter ? 

Not less than three-quarters of a mile, and 
not more than three miles. 

34. Upon what do these distances depend.^ 
Upon the nature of the groimd, and the 

existing circumstances. 
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. 35. Of what thoukl a field-guatd be most 
careful? 

Not to be surprised. 

36. How can that be prevented ? 
By uninterrupted vigilanoe. 

37. May the guards feed their horses 
and rest during the clay ? 

Yes: but only partially; and no man 
may either quit his post, or lay down his 
arms. 

38. What is done towards evening ? 
An hour before sunset all must bridle* 

39. What is done in the night ? 
All remain awake. 

40. And after midnight ? 
Half of the men mount 

41. And towards morning ? 
All mount. 

42. Under whose orders are the entire 
of the field-guards of an army ? 

Under a general or staff officer of the 
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day, to whom every thing must be re- 
ported 

43* Do field-guards salute ? 

No. 

44.* Has every field-guard also another 
guard? 

Yes : the mounted troop of observation. 

45. Wluit is the strength of it ? 

A non-commissioned officer and two 
men. 

46.- What is their duty ? 

Incessantly to observe the videttes. 

47. And further? 

To examine all persons who may arrive. 

48. May this continued precaution be sus- 
pended in bad weather ? 

No: it should, on the contrary, be re- 
doubled. 



• The measurei recommended from 44 to 46 are only 
customary in aome armies. 
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D,—PickeU. 

49. What is a picket ? 

A post detached from the field-guards. 

50. What is the strength of it ? 
Six, or, at most, twelve men. 

51. How are pickets to conduct them- 
selves ? 

In the same manner as the field-gaards. 

52. Where are pickets posted ? 

Where the grouftd is uneven, and does not 
admit of heing entirely seen. 

53. But where are such pickets posted ? 
Sometimes on the flank, sometimes in 

front of the field-guards, sometimes in rear 
of the camp. 

54. Upon what points ? 

Upon those points heyond the field-guard 
line, wUeh are of importance, and ought to 
be occupied* 

B 5 
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10 FtBLD SBRTlCfi OF CAVALRY* 

55. To whom do the pickets report? 
To those field-iguaids from which they are 

detached; 

E.'^Aisiatani Posts, or Reserve Pickets. 

56. When do the reserve pickets move 
out? 

In the evening. 

57. What is their duty? 
To assist the field-guards in case of a n^ht 

assault. 

58. Where are they posted ? 
Between the camp or quarter and the 

field-guards. 

59. May the reserve pickets \}e at ease ? 
No : every man stands to his horse. 

F. — Advanced or Detached Posts. 

60. On what oobastjons are detached posto | 
employed ? 
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When an important pass or commanfing 
height is situated beyond the line of the out- 
posts. 

61. In what manner should such a po$t 
conduct itself? 

With extreme caution, attentkm* and ac- 
tivity, 

62. is it to expect assistance on being 
attacked? 

No. 

63. When thus obliged to depend upon 
itself, by what means can it be preserved 
from surprise? 

By frequently changing its position. 

64. IfowUs this to be understood ? . 
Such a post may moye right, left, forwards, 

or backwards, provided the principal point 
still remsuns observed. 

65. In what ocmsists the principal safety 
of such posts? 

In many small patiolet. 
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66. How is sQch a patrole to conduct 
itself on falling in with the enemy ? 

While one man conveys the intelligence 
to the detadmient by the nearest route, the 
two others move off in a circuitous direction. 

67. For what purpose ? 
To deceive the enemy. 

68. How does a detachment act, when 
attacked by a superior force ? 

Two men convey immediate intelligence 
to the army. 

69. And afterwards ? 

The detachment retires by one or more 
roads, previously determined on. 

70. May the inhabitants of the country be 
trusted? 

In an enemy's country, never ! 

71. Of what should a detached post be 
particularly careful ? 

Not to be attacked and taken in the rear. 

72. What is every dn^oon^s principal duty 
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in all their different guards, detachments, 
and posts. 

Never to retire; to obey scrupulously the 
orders of his superiors, and with cheerful- 
ness and courage indefotigably to bear and 
execute whatever any situation orcircumstance 
may at any time bring upon him. 

G.—Fidett€s. 

73. Whatisavidette? 
A mounted centry. 

74. Are there two kinds of videttes ? 
Yes, single and double. 

75. Where are the double ones placed ? 
Upon cross-roads, bridges, fords, defiles, 

and upon important heights. 

76. Where are single videttes placed ? 
In the space between the dooUe ones. 
77* What is a fundamental rule in the 

posting of videttes ? 
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14 FIELD SBRVICE OF CAVALRY, 

That they shall form a connected line. 

78. What is this called ? 

Line or chain of vtdettes. 
, 79. What must be attended to in the dis- 
portion of this line ? 

That nothing can pass through it unob- 
served. 

80. What are the best positions for videttes 
by day ? 

Eminences. 

81. And by night? 
Low situations. 

82. Why ? 

Because at that time, whatever occurs on 
the heights, ca^ be clearly perceived from 
low situations. 

83. At what distance from a field-guard 
or picket, should a vidette be placed ? 

1500 paces, or three qoatters of a mile. 
84.- May videttes allow any one to pass 
towards the enemy*s side ? 
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None, except those formed troops, which 
are sent from our army against the enem j. 

85. But how are they to act, in case some 
one approaches them from the enemy's 
tide? 

Single individuals, appearing to be civi*- 
lians, are directed to the field-guards. 

86. But suppose that individual soldiers 
of our army approach them ? 

They are only allowed to pass on giving 
the parole correctly, or if they are personally 
known to the vidette.. 

87. Suppose, however, that soldiers of the 
enemy present themselves ? 

They can only be allowed to pass on 
giving themselves up as deserters, and wil- 
lingly laying down their arms ; and this 
should only be permitted to one man at a 
time. 

88. What is done afleihvards ? 
They are sent to the field-guard. 
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16 FIELD 8ERV1CB OF CAVALRY. 

89. Should none of these three cases 
occuTy how is a Tidette to conduct him* 
sdf? 

The person or persons arriving are de- 
tained, and the field-guard informed, in 
order that the troop of examination may 
move up. 

90. But suppose the persons arriving are 
officers from the enemy, or trumpeters, who 
appear under pretence of a parley ? 

They are detained, and ordered to turn 
their faces bfickwards, until the troop of 
examination comes up, 

91* What is done in case of a single 
waggon, &c. appearing ? 

It is likewise detained until the examina- 
tion troop arrives. 

92. Suppose the persons arriving will 
not suffer themselves to be detained? 

They must in that case be fired on. . 

93. If a vidette observes in the di9tanoe | 
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troops, waggons, clouds of diist, &c. how is 
he to act ? 

He should ride in small circles, as a sig- 
nal to the field-guard. 

94. But if the troops or objects move 
with force and rapidity ? 

The vidette then turns his horse so much 
the quicker and shorter. 

95. Is it necessary that all the videttes 
of the line, who see the objects, should act 
in the same manner. 

Yes. 

96. When these objects are however 
evidently troops, and move directly, and nu- 
pidly towards the vidette, though yet un- 
known to him : how is he to act ? 

He should fire at the distance of 150 
paces. 

97. But if the vidette knows them to be 
enemy's troops at a greater distance ? 

He should then immediately fire. 
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98* How is a vidette to conduct himseU^ 
if he discovers the enemy on such points as 
are not. immediately opposite to him, or 
which he was not particularly ordered to 
ohserve, viz. in the rear, or flank, of the 
line? 

He must, in like manner, immediately fire. 

99. In these several cases, what is to be 
observed previous to firing? 

That a most minute examination be made, 
in order to prevent the creation of any un- 
necessary alarm. 

100. By night, however, this is not easily 
accomplished : how, therefore, is a vidette 
then to conduct himself? 

He must take advantage of. his hearing — 
bis attention must be redoubled on every 
side, on every noise, he must ride confi- 
dendy from twenty-five to forty paces, in 
the direction from which it proceeds ; halt, 
then challenge, and again listen. 
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101. What conduct would be highly 
blameable, and followed by the seyerest 
punishment ? 

That of a vidette giving himself up to de- 
lusions, and firing upon every one that may 
appear, without any inquiry, and then run- 
ning away, without being tfble to give the 
field-guard a just «nd consistent account. 

102. How can a vidette avoid. such a 
fault? 

By constant vigilance, by never wrapping 
himself up in his cloak, by day or by night, 
in fidr or foul weather ; by never being 
a£raid, but boldly riding up to and coolly 
and calmly examining every perscm that 
eomes up. 

103. What has a vidette particularly to 
attend to in wet and windy weather ? 

That his horse's croup is never turned to 
the wind or rain. 

, 104. Must videttes also observe the con^ 
duct of their comrades ? 
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20 FIELD S^iyiCB OF CAVAUIY« 

Yed» they must infonn the field-guard of 
any neglect of duty on their part 

105. Is it necessary tliat a vidette should 
report circumstances that may occur having 
no reference to the eneipy ? 

Yes* Videttes must report all that they 
see and hear, thoi:^ apparently of no im- 
portance. 

106. There are often some important 
points, lying a little in front of the Kne of 
videttes, and therefore occupied by three 
men, what is the duty of these men ? 

One man makes a circuit of three-quarteis 
of a mile, while the others conduct them- 
selves as the videttes. 

107. When an attack from the enemy 
commences, and the videttes can no longer 
maintain their position, what is their 
duty ? 

To retire skirmishing, right and left, to- 
wards the field-guards, but not in a direct 
line. 
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SECTION II, 

MOVEMENT. 

A. — Fan Guard. 

108. What is understood by the move- 
ment of troops in war ? 

The march. 

109. What is the first principle, when a 
march is midertaken ? 

That its safety should be provided for. 

1 10. How is this accomplished ? 

By means of the van-guard, lear-guard, 
and flank-troops. 

111. What does the van-guard consist 
of? 

About a fourth of that part of the column 
which' marches in close file at the bead. 
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112. When this fourth part is a squadron, 
how does it form the van-guard ? 

It marches 600 paces in front of the r^- 
ment, and sepds forward a division 300 paces 
in advance. 

1 13. What does this division do ? 

It furnishes a piuty of on^ non-commis- 
sioned officer, and eight men, advanced at 
the distance of 150 paces. 

114. Does this advanced party remain 
united ? 

No. Three men are aent forward to the 
distance of seVenty-five paces irom it, as an 
extreme point ? 

115. Why three men? 

In order that two inay be always in ad- 
vance while one reports. 

116. How should the van-guard act, in 
order to provide for the safety of the troops 
whiA follow? 

It siiould prevent, by. its vigilance, an/ 
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advance being made upon those troops with- 
out its permission ; and make immediate 
report of every new and important appear- 
ance. 

117. Through whom is this report made ? 
Through the before mentioned three men, 

who being the most advanced, gain the first 
intelligence ; one of these is appointed to 
make the report. 

118. In what manner is the report con- 
veyed ? 

The reporter rides back with the intelli- 
gence to the squadron officer, communica- 
ting it, as he passes, to the advanced party and 
division. 

119. Why is it necessary that the same 
man should ride so hi back ? 

Because he has himself seen what he re- 
ports, and therefore no misunderstanding 
can take place. 

120. What is next necessary to be done ? 
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The advanced party must replace the man 
who was sent with the report* 

121. Is the vigilance of the van-guard to 
be extended only to those troops^ or men, 
they may observe ? 

No. It must also be directed to the ground 
and country. 

122. If the van-guard meets with vil- 
lages, or defiles, how is it to act ? 

The three men at the head must place 
themselves in conjunction with the flank- 
troops, and thoroughly search the place. 

123. How is the van-guard to act in the 
interim ? 

The van-guard must wait until it receives 
satisfactory intelligence of the safety of the 
defile, from the advanced and flank-tioops. 

124. What is the reason of this ? 
Because the van-guard should not pass 

any defile before it is in our possession. 

125. Wlien is it in our possession ? 
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When the advanced troops have searched 
through it, and the flank troops have gone 
round it, 

126. If the advance unexpectedly falls in 
with the enemyy how does it act ? 

One man fires, and immediately reports. 

127* How do the other troops act ? 

They form a chain of skirmishers, and 
await further instructions. 

128. What is necessary to the van-guard, 
in order to prevent their losing the true line 
of march ? 

It must always be provided with at least 
two good and safe guides; from whom, 
either by promises or threats, intelligence 
must be obtained. 

-129. How is this enquiry farther extended ? 

By questioning all persons they may meet 
with T<^ard to the enemy, &c. 

130* What precaution is taken by the 
different divisions of the van-guard, by 
c 
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night, during bad weather, and in roc^h 
ground. 

The communication is kept up by sii^e 
dragoons. 

131. If the van-guard by night, or in 
misty, or bad weadier, suddenly Mh in with 
the enemy, without bdii^ able clearly to dis- 
tinguish him, what is to be done } 

It must rush in upon the enemy without 
delibera^on. 

132. What is the advantage of this ? 
That the enemy is surprised, and may 

easily be duown into disorder. 

B.^^Bear'Guard. 

133. Of what does the rear-guard consist ? 
It is a body of the. flame str^gth in the rear, 

as the van-guard HI the ftobt 

134. Howistherear-'guardibittiedf 
Like the van-guard, but in reh^eise oidcAr. 

135. How should the reafuguaid <!onduct 
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itself in order to provide for the safety of the 
colamn of march ? 

It musty under all circumsttinces, keep the 
rear dear. 

136. But if the enemy threatens an attad^ > 
It forms a line of skirmishers^ whidi con- 
forms itself according to the principles laid 
down for skirmishing. 

137. If the enemy forces this iine, and 
presses ibrward? 

Then nothing remaint but U> attack hin» 
without waiting for his chaige. 

138. tf the rear-goard tAnM succeed in 
this, is the enemy to be pursued ^ 

No : advantage must be take* of his dis- 
oider, for mdiing a €fmtk redreat 

139. When the rear-guard comes to a 
dtt^9 how is it to act ? 

k must pbce itself befove it, aad Mt, 
until the column of march has passed, and 
is dear of it. 

c2 
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140. And then ? 

It passes the defile at a quick pace^ and 
resumes its position. 

141. In what other manner may a narrow 
pass be sometimes efficaciously defended 
without charging ? 

By a well-directed carbine fire. 

1 42. What further can a rear-guaid effect, 
in order to check the pursuing enemy ? 

It must destroy all passs^es and ap- 
proaches^ or at le^ make them as useless 
as possible. 

143. Js the rear*guard dispensed, with on 
an advance? 

No: but it is reduced to the sixteenth of 
that part of the column ^hich .marches in 
dose file at the rear. 

144. What additional duty has the rear- 
guard to p^orm, as well in advance as in 
retreat? 

It is the police-guard, which watches eiv&c 
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the regulation of the march, and allows no 
person to remain behind. . 

Ct— JFZanA Troops. 

145. Of what €o the flank troops consist ? 
Generally a non-commissioned officer and 

eight men » for each flank. 

146. From whence are these men taken ? 
From the squadron of the van-^ard, 

147. How are the flank troops formed ? 
They ride two and two on each side of the 

van-guard, from the head to therearofthesame. 

148. How do they protect the column of 
march ? 

They search all villages, &rm-houses, 
thickets, small entrances, and by-ways, and 
ascend all eminences which aflbrd a view* 
• 149. In what manner do these flank troops 
search thickets, farms, &c. ? 

AVliile one rides into the thicket, farm, 
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ax. the other halts at a short distance, with 
his piece cocked. 

150. How do they search by-ways, &c. ? 
Two men must patrol up to a point from 

which a view can be obtained. 

151. When do these two men return ? 
They remain as double vidette^ in liie 

by-road, until the head of thecdumn arrives, 
then report to the colonel, and i^in ride 
forward. 

152. How do the fiank troops provide for 
thieir own safety ? 

They remain always in oonnexion with 
the adnuteed guard, and do eveiy thing in 
conjunction with it. 

153. Su(^pose that the enemy attacks? 
They then unite themselves with the van- 
guard in a skirmishing line. 

154. What must the flank troops and van- 
guard continually observe with regard to their 
pace^ 
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That it be always regulated by tbat of the 
following column. 

155. As many cases may occur to the 
safety troops of an army in time of war, 
which cannot here be mentioned, how is 
every commander to apply the before-men- 
tioned rules? 

He must adapt his movements to the 
ground, the time of the day, and of the year, 
and the state of the weather ; observe the 
vicinity of the enemy, his intentions and 
strength, and accordingly act with the more 
caution aud freedom. 



D, — Escort. 

156, What is meant by an escort? 

The protection which a transport of mili- 
tary stores receives from an accompanying 
guard. 
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157. How does this accompanying goard 
conduct itself? 

It is divided into advance-guards roar- 
guard, and flank troops* 

158. Is it difficult for cavalry to escort 
a transport ? 

Yes : because cavalry is at all times better 
adapted for attack than defence. 

159. What must the escort first do in 
ordier to secure their march ? 

Clear the country by means of the advance 
guard, for a considerable distance in front* 

1 60. What is to be done if the transport meets 
with a defile, and has to expect an attack ? 

It must move off on each side. 

161. For what purpose ? 

In order that the escort may act 

162. When it is necessary to feed and rest, 
what is done with the waggons ? 

They are formed into several lines. 

163. And the escort ? 
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Take up a position around tbem^ 

164. Whereshouldatransporthaltatnight.^ 
If possible under the protection of an oc- 
cupied town. 

165. If this is not possible? 

Then a barricadoof ws^gons istobeerected* 

166. In what manner ? 

Tlic whole transport is divided into five 
equal parts. 

167. How are these parts arranged ? 
Four thereof are placed in four rows, so 

that the shafts of one waggon rest always on 
the back part of the other. 

168. Why ? 

Because in the three lanes which are thus 
formed^ the horses can be placed and fed. 

169. Where is the remaining fifth part 
placed ? 

At the distance of from twenty-five tothirty 

paces^ forming a line of waggons round the 

barricado. 

c 3 
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170. Where is the escort placed ? 

The guSirds «md posts outside, thotfs off 
duty in the circle behind the line of wag- 
gons. 

171. What is done if the enemy attacks 
during the march ? 

The waggons arc placed in the middle, 
and proceed in two lines, while a part of 
the escort endeavour to drive off the enemy. 

B.'^PatroUs, 

172. What are patroles ? 

Patroles are small divisions of troops sent 
in advance, to secure the march or position 
of the army. 

1734 What is the difference between these 
and reconnoitring parties ? 

The object of the reconnoitring party is 
the enemy and his position; that of the 
patrole the safety of the army. 
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174* May patroles come iki contact with 
tibeenon^? 

No : they mefely march to a determined 
point, and then return. 

175. Bk>w do they provide for the safety 
of the army? 

fiy traversing the country, and collecting 
information from observations made beyond 
the horizon of the army* 

176. Are there many kinds of patrolet ? 
Two, great ^nd small. 

177. What is the strength of the great 
patroles? 

From five to nine men. 

178. What is their duty ? 

The great patroles are sent out two hours 
before day and night, or oftener, at undeter- 
mined times, and for uncertain distances. 

179. How far generally ? 
Fipm three to six miles. 

180. To what places? 
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To the neighbouring villages, forms, woods, 
mills, &c. in order to search thefli p the 
banks of a river must be particidarly observed. 

181. In what manner do patroles search a 
(ilace? 

Skirmishers surround it, and three men 
seA the constable or magistrate, and bring 
him to the commander of the party. 

182. How is this performed by nigl^ ^ 
One or two men steal on foot to the firat 

house through the gardens, listen, and with 
as little noise as possible, cause some person 
to come out, whom they bring to the com- 
mander. 

183. How are thickets searched ? 

By an extended line, according to the 
manner of driving gamew 

18^. What facilitates the search* 

A height, which commands a view, this is 
occupied by one man being placed there, 

185. If patroles, on their march, are 
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obliged to leave behind them, bridges^ cross- 
roads, &C. how ought they to act ? 

They oug^t to occupy these places, if no 
other retreat can be provided^ 

186. How should patroles move in ad- 
vance, and how in retreat ? 

Cautious and slow in advance^ quick in 
retreat. 

187. From whom should principally 
patroles collect information ? 

Fron^ magistrates, postmasters, parish 
priests, constables, innkeepers, sportsmen, 
pedlars, &c. 

188. What is the duty of patroles when 
attacked ? 

To endeavour to drive the enemy off, by 
anticipating his charge. 

1 89. If this miscarries or is prevented ? 
They then retire in a scattered manner by 

circuitous routes, and one man is sent the 
shortest road with the intelligenca. 
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190. Where do those soittered men re- 
assemble ? 

' At some point preriously ixed oti^on vne 
side of the camp. 

191. What is the streng^ of simall 
patroles ? . . . / 

Fmrn three to five mett. 

192. What men are thus employed ? " 
The relieved videttes. 

193. How far do they go .^ 

From 1000 to SOQO paces beyond' ihe 
chain of videttes* . i 

194. What is their duty ? 

To search ravines, broken gromid, and 
in general the country within the horizon of 
the army. 

195. Why is this so very necessary ? 

To be certain that no enemy has crept in 
unperceived, and prepared in ambush. 

196. What is of the most importance 
when patroles return ? 
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An orderly and clear report. 

197. When is a report orderly ? 

When the evaats are recorded in succes^on 
of time and place, as they have happened. 

198. When is a report clear ? 

When, without illusion, the events are so 
described that it is possible for the receiver 
of the report to form a clear conception of 
the circumstances therein contained. 

199. What is meant by this illusion ? 
False judgments of distances, ground, 

troops, and other objects. 

200. How is this to be avoided ? 

By exercising the eye in this judgment on 
those objects which are within reach. 
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SECTION III. 

ACTION. 

A. — Preparation, 

201. What is uuderstood by action ? 
That forcible act from which the euemy 

sustains all possible injury. 

202. Is there any other cause for action ? 
Yes ; to prevent the enemy's intentions, 

when he evinces a like disposition towards 
us. 

203. How are these different modes of 
action denominated ? 

Offensive and defensive. 

204. What is offensive action r 
When the enemy is attacked by us, 

205. What is defensive action ? 
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When we defend ourselves against the 
attacks of the enemy. 

206. What information must be obtained 
previous to an attack ? 

The knowledge of the ground upon which 
the engagement is likely to take place. 

207. How is this obtained ? 

By means of spies, deserters, or prisoners. 

208. What is farther necessary, even with 
a small division before ap attack can be 
utidertaken ? 

The commander must form a plan of ope- 
ration. 

209. What is to be regarded in this ? 
The strength and resolution of the enemy, 

the disposability of his troops, the order and 
time of attack, the pursuit of the enemy ; 
and the covering of the retreat, 

210. What is the first thing required in 
defensive action ? 

A well chosen position. 
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311. When may a pOaitioil taken lo de- 
fend any point be consi()ered as well chosen ? 

When it is so &r placed bdiind the point 
which it is intended to defend, that a vigorous 
charge can be made towards that point. . 

212. Is there any exception to this situ- 
ation ? 

It sometimes happens that an effective 
carbine-fire is better applied. 

213. For example ? 

When the enemy wishes to debouch from 
a defile, or when a diteh is situated between 
us and him, which neither can pass over. 

214. Is no plan necessary in defensive 
war&re? 

Yes ; as soon as a position is occupied, a 
plan must be formed. 

215. And how? 

Much in the same manner as in ofienaive 
operations. 

216. Why ? 
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Because even when acting on the defen- 
sive, one division must ever be in readiness 
to attack. 

217. What is the advantage of this ? 

It is a security against surprise, and 
enables us to anticipate the enemy^s attack, 
which is a main point for cavalry. 

218. What further must the commanding 
officer observe with regard to his plan ? 

He must communicate it to the next in 
command. 

219. For what reason ? 

That the troops may not be left without 
orders, in case of any thing happening to 
him. 

220. How is an engagement commenced ? 
By skirmishing. 

221. What is skirmishing ? 
An engagement in open line. 
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222. What i» its use with regard to the 
enemy? 

To acquire a knowledge of his momentary 
position^ and of the ground immediately in 
front. 

223. And with regard to us ? 

Our own strength is concealed behind it. 

224. Why are open lines employed ? 

On account of their great moyability, and 
because the fire of the enemy, particularly 
cannon shot, cannot easily affect them. 

225. What must skirmishers be cautious 
of, with regard to our artillery > 

They must take care not to interrupt its 
operations, by not placing themselves in the 
line of fire. 

226. Suppose skirmishers are pressed by 
the enemy ? 

They then disperse, moving from the 
centre, towards each side. 

227. But if the enemy really attacks^ 
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They then fiil ^pon him in flank. 

228« What is the use of skirmisheis in 
defensive warfare ? 

They entice the enemy into ambush by a 
pretended flight. 

229. Where is further information on this 
sul^ect to be found ? 

In the Instruction for Skirmishing. 

C. — Engagement 

230. What is understood by engagement ? 
The real rencontre or conflict with the 

enemy. 

231. What is the duty of good troops 
during aa engagement ? 

They should advance courageously, and 
reaolutely, and eneigetically execute the given 
orders. 

232« If this is neg^lected ? 

They are eternally disgraced by their cow- 
ardice. 
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233. What are the best means of over- 
ooming the enemy in a dose attack ? 

The lances or swords of the first rank in a 
rapid charge* 

234. How does the second rank act ? 

It penetrates the void ^lacesy and com- 
pletes the defeat of the enemy, by catling 
them down with the swoid 

235. Is it otherwise in an individual 
attack ? 

Here, a correct mm, expertneis ia riding, 
and in the use of the swc»d, aie of false. 

236. What is the principal rule ia every 
engagement? 

To anticipate the enemy's attack. 

237. Who generally gains llie i^ory ? 
. The most oonrageous. 

238. But when the enemy is supenor in 
number ? 

^ Fortune always favours tbe bold. 
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ON IHE 

SERVICE OF CAVALRY 

JlC ABFBKBKOB TO THE 

ENEMY. 
SECTION I. 

RECONNOITRING. 

A. — Open. 

239. What is reconnoitriDg ? 
Obtaining in£!>nn&tion of the eneaty's 

army/or his position. 

240. How is such information obtained ? 

Digitized by Google 



j 48 FIELD SERVICE OF CAVALRY. 

j By means of small bodies of troops sent 
towards the enemy. 

241. What is open reconnoitring/ 
When the intended object is obtained by j 

attack. 

242. What is the object of open reconnoi- 
tring? 

To examine the entire position of the 
enemy's army. 

243* How do the troops conduct them- 
selves on such occasions ? 

As when engaged. 

B. — ^Secret. 

244. What is the design of secret recoD- 
noitring ? 

To examine individual parts of the 
enemy's army, or their positions. 

245. What should be the strength of audi 
detachments ? 
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At moft thirty. 

246. Why not stronger ? 

Because a small number can move with 
greater ease and secresy. 

247. What shotdd be the strength of a 
detachment intended for a very venturous 
and secret expedition. 

From eight to twelve. 

248. May they engage ? — ^No. 

249. May the march against the enemy 
be open? 

No : as secret as possible. 

250. What is done as soon as they reach 
the destined spot ? 

They place themselves in ambush, plant 
posts around them at a little distance^ and 
steal towards the enemy with a few men. 

251 . What time of the day is most favour-* 
able for this disposition ? 

Noon, at which time it is not usual to 
send out patroles. 

D I 
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252. If they think themselves discoTeTed 
what is to be done ? 

A retreat must be .made \ipon some point 
previously determined on* 

253. What is to be done if the €iiemy 
attacks ? 

His attack must be anticipated, and ai 
furious charge made. 

254. But should die enemy be consider- 
ably stronger ? 

Then he maj^ at least be surprised by a 
sudden attack, and tinae gained to disperse, 
after which a retreat must be made on some 
previously determined point, as quick » 



255. Can success be expected from this ? ' 
Yes : presence of mind and bravery fettet 

fortune; in the worst case, the enemy can- 
not pursue faster than we fly. 

256. What is principally to be provided 
on secret enquiries ? 
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CkHifidentitl guides. 

257. May such persons be ill tre^itied ? 
No : they mart be weU tfeated, as by that 

means only is information to be obtained 
from them. 

258. What is to be avoided on secret ex- 
peditions ? 

High roads, and inhabited placet. 

259. Where are the horses to be fed ? 
tn woods or retir^ places. 

260. At what time are they fed ? 

When the enemy*s patroles are in motion, 
because at this time the roads are unsafe, and 
the march cannot be prudently continued. . 

261. May fires be made ? 

No : all must be provided with cold pro- 
visions. 

262. What is to be done in case of falling 
in with any of the inhabitants ? 

They are to be kept under surveillance. 

263. Why is this done? 

d2 
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In order that they may not be able to 
betray us. 

264. Where are the detachments to ifeed 
in winter, when it is no longer po^ible in 
the open air ? 

In mills, single houses, and small vil- 
lages. 

265. May the troops disperse themselves 
in many houses. 

No : they must remain in one building. 

266. What is further to be done foriecu- 
rity? ! 

Videttes are to be posted, and from twb to \ 
three men sent towards the enemy. 

267. What is to be observed in marchii^ 
out? 

The troops are to be marched out in ai 
direction different from the one which they ^ 
intend to take. ^^ * | 

268. What is to be done when the placej 
is no longer in sight ? . > v ^ 
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. They ve then to march across the fields 
in the true direction. 

269. Why is this done? 
To be secure from enquiry. 

270. What is to be observed on every 
halt? 

A knowledge of the bearings of the coun- 
try should be obtained. 

271. Why is this necessary ? 

In order that every individual may be 
acquainted with the direction in which the 
detachment is to retreat .when dispersed. 

272. What is to be done when a column 
of the enemy approaches ? 

An ambush should be formed^ and the 
troops concealed there until the column has 
passed by. 

273. What is to be done when the enemy 
surrounds an ambush ? 

They must cut their way through them, 
scatter, and endeavour to reach a wood. 
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274. When thid n accomplisbedy what 
should next be done ? 

An alarm should b6 mftde tis if this wood 
was in our possession. 

275. What are felse re^onncnsances ? 
When the enemy is deceived with regard 

to out teal tntfetitions. 

276. By what ine^nsi is this aototn* 
plished? • 

By darttling the enemy it maiiy pbinti at 
the same time. 

277. How is the enemy reconnoitred 
during his tiiarch } 

From an ambush, id ed, from some 
secret place of ol^ervatfofi, possession of 
^hich must have been obtelined befote th* 
enemy had aiiived in that neighbourhood. . 

278. In What consists the greatest difficulty 
of reconnoitring ? 

In forming a tme and corrtect judgment of 
every things 
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. 279. By what is th^ directioq of an 
enemy's march discovered ? 

By the rising of the dust, or th^ glittering 
of the arms. 

280. And hy what when a column moves 
towards us ? 

By the reflection ^m the arms falling 
upon the eye. 

281. By what when it moves from us ? 
By the glare being interrupted, and only 

seen on the tops of the bayonets. 

282. Is it sufficient to depend upon what 
is seen of the enemy ? 

No: still further information must be 
sought. 

283. By what means? 

By means of the inhabitants of the country, 
good spies, and particularly from prisoners. 

284. In what manner are prisoners made ? 
By falling upon the passing orderlies, 

small patroles, &c. from an ambuscade. 
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28S. What is to be observed on this oc- 
casion? 

That no man escape who may betray] 
us. 
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SECTION IL 



I 



At^^Coup de MaifU 

286. What is called a coup de main } 

A well directed, unexpected attack upon 
the enemy. 

287^ How is such an attack to be exe- 
cuted? 

With force and rapidity* 

288. What is necessary to ensure the suc- 
cess of such an attack ? 

That the enemy shall not have obtained 
any previous knowledge of it. 

289. What must be accurately known 
before a coup de main is undertaken ? 

The enemy *s position, and its connexion 
with other hostile positions. 
D 3 
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290. But suppose the enemy to be in 
march? 

His direction of march« 

291. What condKttcAs «te Essential to the 
success of a coup de main ? 

Secresy in prepairationy and rapidity in 
execution. 

292. When should a eoup de msdn be 
im<krtdken f 

When little can be lost and much gained. 

293. How is this to be utider^oOd ?. 
When, for example, under the protection 

of the ground, an tidvantageotis attack c^ be 
made, and little loss tmticipated. 

294. What is a fundamental principle of 
such attacks ? 

That freedom of retreat be preserved. 

295. What is tiecessary fbr this object ? 
That the bridges and defiled should ht 

occupied, and the previously determined di- 
rection known to aH. 
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296. How is the retreat performed ? 

Generally en ^cAequier, and with the 
greatest rapidity. 

297« What weather is most favourable to 
the attack ? 

Stormy, and gihierally bad weather. 

298. Why? 

Becaxise at such times a coup de main is 
least expected by the enemy. 

299. At what time is a coup de main 
generally made ? 

Some hours before day«break* 

300. In what case may also an attack by 
day be made i 

When the enemy has adopted injudicious 
measures for safety. 

301. What is to be understood by this ? 
Wheo the enemy has ienciamped without 

sending out patroks ; when the Une of vi- 
dettes is imperfectly posted, imd the intervals 
are too great; when the enemy has ur- 
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acd^iitit f^f ftnf great heat or oold haw&andaij 
them^idfei eomfoftable. .^ 

"302. In what maimer ia Uie encsny gcihe- 
^ rally attacked? 

IStdier from aft ambtMcvley or by seeieUy 
I ajyjTTOaching his potitioD. 
4 9034 How is the enemy to be sttadked' 
I y^ea in march ? 

#)r suddenly roshing from the ambuscade, 
and fiaJKng upon him on all sides. 

304. What is the most fieivourable ground 
for an ambuscade ? 

An open space^ where thick cofered 
heights, dellsy &c. conceal us from the enemy. 

305. How is the enemy's position -ap- 
proached? 

Secretly and closely, under favour of the 
nighty of a fog, or of the ground. 

306. How may the enemy*s yidettes be 
deceived ? 
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Wylht advanced guard assuming the ap- 
pearattce of a friendly patrole or of desevten. 

307. Wbat k of use for this purpose ? 

Clothing the men at the head of the co- 
lumn in the uniform of the enemy. 

30d« But when neither di^ise is possi- 
I ble, and that the enemy*8 yidettes discover 
us, what b to be done ? 

The advanced guard attacks the enemy's 
vidette silently and unexpectedly, endea^ 
Touring to surprise him^ and to make pri- 
soners. 

309a What is the mode of proceeding on 
falling in with the enemy's patroles, and 
being discovered by them ? 

The same as before mentioned with re- 
gard to the videttes : they must be attacked 
and made prisoners, or else an endeavour 
must be made to reach the enemy at the 
same time as they do. 

310. What is best to be done when we 
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are dtkxivtred by <^ taemji aad secresj is 
no logger poasibk ? 

To attadt in fali gs^p without defibera- 
tioQ. 

31 1. What advanti^ is gained thereby ? 
The enemy does not obtain time to {dace 

himself ia a state of defence. 

312. Is this adviseable in all cases ? 

Y^ : whoeirer wishes fbr success must 
tiecide quickly. 

313. What is further necessary to be op- 
ganized before the attack ? 

Signals of attack and recognition, and the 
rendezvous. 

314. How then is the attack made? 

So quick that the enemy has no time to 
fire. 

315. In what case is it most probaUe tfaat 
a coup de main will succeed ? 

When the enemy's position tan be sur* 
rounded, and attacked in the rear. 
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316. Whftt is to be (kme wben opeiutigs 
appear in the enemy's line ? 

They ^ocdd be rushed thiongh with the 
greatest force. 

317. What is the tendency of this f 

The enemy is put iato disorder^ ajKl dis- 
persed. 

3 IB. What is done with the prisonfero ? 

They are ^sarmtd, and leilt to the re- 
serve. 

319. But if it is ordered that no pardon 
should be given ? 

They are then all cut down. 

320. Whom should a drs^oon principally 
endeavour to take prisoners ? 

Generals and officers of high nak^ 

321. If guns are ftnmd in the neighbouiv 
hood wlnt is done with ^lem ? 

They aire either carried off, or spiked* 
322* When the enemy's baggi^y maga- 
^nesy or the like, are found ? 
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bmrned or destroydl; » ' ^'^ Vrfl»*S*^ 

^ 929.' Ha^' tt dn^ooti dtttfldikfil^ dMx^^^ui 
attack? ^ *^ 

InnacttMu ' -' 

324. Bfay individuak remain ^ttrtMliil^ 
ebter houses, aod plunder them ? 

No: such acts detract ftom tif^t&tf 
honour, Imd are punished in the severest 
nmnner. 

B. — Harassing. 

325. What is the use of haHoriiig tiie 
enemy's line of posts ? 

To cause the enemy to march out every 
day^ to tire him, and to make Imn by that 
means discontented with his posttion. 
326* What arises from this ? ' 
The enemy at last becomes careless^ or a 
bad^^irit is often spread amdng^tlie troopiC 
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•eduoed into carelessoess ? 

j^^m:i9W^m^ ^^ apd fdiel de- 
meanour. 

328. Are num j tro(^ eiDpk>jf«4 OA tfafse 
rwpnuiCHfiit ? 

No : for the prmcipal aim is to bniig HMnjr 
iolo motion by means of a few* 

329. In what case only can this be done i 
By night, or in thick and foggy weather* 

when the enemy cannot ascertain our real 
strength. 

330. Ik>w is the advance miEule against the 
liiw of posts? 

By different road». 

331. How is the attack made h 

In an qpen line of skirmishers, quick, 
noisy, and with much clatter. 

332« Is a longer delay necessary after the 
object is attained ? 

No: immediately after this the retreat 
must be commenced. 
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333. On what account ? 

Because it is necessary to die safety of the 
party ^t they shocdd be out of the enemy's 
reach before day-break. 

334. On such occasions what should 
cavalry be particularly observant of? 

Tb avoid being cut off, and not to deviate 
from the retreat, which is generally made 
with rapidity. 

C. — Sham Attach. 

336* What is the use of 6ham attacks ? 
To deceive the enemy. 

336. What is their object ? 

To divide the attention of the enemy, and 
divert it fipom the real point of attacks 

337. Where can sham attaeks have most 

Ob extended positions. 

^^8.wby? 

Because here the enemy, on account of his 
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great extent, is not strong on any point, and 
cannot so quickly send the necessary assist- 
ance. 

339. How do ^e men oondoct themselves ? 
As in harassing. 

340. What is to be further deduced from 
this section as a general rule ? 

. That in all situations it is of importance 
that such measures for safety should be 
taken at wiU ensure our neitlier being sur- 
prised or deceived by the enemy. 
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SECTION III. 

PETTY WARFARE. 

341. What is to be understood under the 
hod of petty, war&re ? 

Those operations of war hj wfaidi the 
enemy is deprived of his proyisions and 
ammunition, and by which the commottica*- 
tion with his resources are cut off* 

342. What is to be understood here under 
the head of provisions ? 

All that is necessary for the support of an 
army— as well food for the men, as forage 
fot the horses. 

343. What is understood by ammunition ? 
The stores of powder, lead, ball, cannon, 

arms, &c. which serve to keep up the supply. 
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344. Where are these objects generally 
found? 

Either in fixed or moveable magazines. 
S45. What are fixed magatin^ ? 
Such as are formed in fortified places. 

346. What are moveable magazines ? 
Such as follow the army from one place to 

aiiotfaOr* 

347. In what manner are operations ouw 
vied on against these different stores ? 

- ?By either carrying off or destroying the 
4nove«Ue magazines of the enemy. 

. 348. What is meant by the conimmika.* 
tiesi of Alt enemy with his resources ? 

The connexion with those fortresses wheie 
estaUiriied magazines are. 
\ 349. How are those communications in- 
terrupted? 

r, .By getting possessicm of those roads in 
#tar 4>f the enemy's army which lead to the 
ftMfifld places. 
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3dO. Wbfit therefore is the dbject of petty 
warfare? 

The Kitrrymgoff or destroytog. the i^iemy's 
stores, sei^iqg up<m his conyoys^ dep6t8, Ibc 
interruptit^ the communication with lus own 
country, or with those fcxrtresses from which 
h^ dra:ws his supplies. 

351. What are those particular troops 
which are c»nployed on this doty named i 

Parties, or partisan-troops* 

3a2« What is genendly the duty of these 
parties ? 
. To do the enemy all possihle injmry, 

353. Where is &e principal sc^e <rf »&- 
tion of the partisan troops ? 

In rear of the hostile army* 

394. What qualifications are partici^ly 
required for those troops who form parties ? 

Bpldaess, patience* peneverance, and en- 
durance. 

355. In what manner are they pdited, 



L 
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and what is the tii^re of their moveaient 
and attack ? 

Precisely similar to that pointed out in the 
fifth part, for the position, movement, and 
attack of light cavalry. 

356. What is a iiindamental principle of 
petty warfare, or the war of partisans ? 

That its operations be concealed from the 
enemy. 

357. In what manner does a party provide 
for its safety when at rest ? 

According to the manner adopted by secret 
reconnoitring parties, or as a fiekl guard. 

358. As parties may soon find themselves 
surroimded by the enemy, it is not so easy to 
provide for their safety ? 

No: it requires the greatest precaution, 
subtlety, and artifice. 

359. What is particularly important in 
this warfare ? 

To lead the enemy astray by constantly 



d by Google 



72 nVLD SBRTICB OF CAVALRY. 

drawing him about, and by fidie intdli* 
genoe. 

360. May a partisan troop remain long in 
a place? 

No : it must be always in motion. 

361. In what manner do partisan troops 
move ? 

After the manner of a secret march, id est, 
avoiding the high road. 

362. Where does a party find the greatest 
protection ? 

In woods. 

363* How does a party pass through the 
enemy*s chain of posts ? 
Under favour of the night* 

364. In what case by day ? 

When, by the assistance of the ground, or 
bad weather, the advance can be concealed. 

365. What is the most favourable time of 
the day for this object ? 

Noon, when no patroles are sent out. 
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366. What is indispensably necessary for 
such au undertaking ? 

Safe spies as guides, who must be mounted 

367. What must be observed with regard 
to these guides ? 

Not to confide in them, or blindly give up 
to them, and not to have them relieved at 
each village : this is the surest way to be led 
I into error; the best time for relieving them 
is in the morning when the march is re- 
sumed. 

368. May guides, and the inhabitamts of 
the country in general be confided in, and 
may our plans and inten^ns be commu- 
nicated to them ? 

Never, 

369. How, however, should these inhabi- 
tants be treated ? 

With. the. greatest forbearance aikl kind- 
ness, in order to make friends of them* 
370* Upon what principle ? 
s 
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BeoftUK otherwise they would betcay us, 
and deprive us of provigioBe. 

371. Agaiut what ^uld a pasty at all 
times^ and on all occasions^ be particiitecly 
on its guard ? 

Of a. coup de aaain dthe enemy. 

373. Whafty on the ootttrary» should he 
always ai^ at ? 

Surprising the eneasy* 

373. When i$ the eineqiy supriaed with 
the best success ? 

Wbm an attadc ia least eipedad' by hkn, 
viz. when b» imagines biMidf safe^ and has 
no suspicion oi dm enemy* a apptoiK^hin asy 
direction. 

374. When a party unexpectedly. CiNs in 
with Ae en^my oft Im nmx^ whut \a to 
be done ? 

They ttMSt aiiMk Um et^Ml spoid. 

375. Whjr is imeceMfjr Ibal ite afttMiE 
should be rapid? ' = ' 

I .. ' • 
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la order tbtt the ma&aij siraJl have no time 
to deliberate, and to prevent the infantry, 
for exam|^» from forming any more 
sqaaie9* 

376* In what cape only can an attack 
upon infkntry be attended with success ? 

When it ia executed With real bravery, 
force, and rapidity. 

377. When may an attack on cavalry be 
successful? 

When they can be attacked in flank and 
lean 

378. What have cavalry to observe on all 
these occasions ? 

With the greatest courage unhesitatingly 
U> 6>llow their kader» asd with resolution 
and bravery to fall upon the enemy and cut 
him down. * - 

379* What is to be done after a successful 
attack ? 

An endeavour should be made to. reach a 
e2 
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J wood, and there deposit the booty, &c. in 
safety. 

380. How is an attack upon the «B^my*s 
quarter, dep6t, magazine, &c. conducted ? 

In the same manner as a coup-de*main« 

381 . How is a village attacked ? ' 
It is approached as secretly as possible, 

and on a given signal rushed into at full 
speed on all sides. 

382. What is a general rule ? 
To return by a road different from the one 

by which the advance was made, in order to 
avoid falling into an ambuscade. 

383* How is baggage taken ? 

It is approached under protection of the 
ground, and rapidly attacked with a divinon 
of troops. 

• 384. What is to be done *with the plun- 
der? 

What cannot be taken away, is destroyed. 

385. How is the attack on the magazines 
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af a colunrn, or othei^ waifflKe stores, con- 
ducted ? 

ApaertnnnslioiiMsverimhentatki^y attac^^ 

386. What peiiod iapailkntlul^F fiivoraUe 
for this? 

When the caafCf is in a deffle» or roogh 
ground where no harricado ca^ be fenned* 
' 387. What is first done in such a case? 

The escort is first overpow^ttd.^ 
. 3&8. Bui what is to be done in^ case the 
enemy has been able to form abarrioado i 
< The time whm ha resumes his aaarch 
must be chosen for attack* 
. .389. How is an attack «^po» ih^ enemy's 
&raf^^ p$rty ccwducted ? 

The troops are divided into three parts^ 
and are fdaeed under protecttqiaiof ^ l^roimd, 
to mait .1^. moment lith^ the eneioy ia 
dispersed in viUages. 

390. Bow <la these ihref fiaita a^ > 

The firstaitft^ the post cntfside the vdlage. 
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the second emm i^ to make die party pri«^ 
sonerS) and the tfatrd forms the reserve. 
. 391* What is a general rule on eadi divi- 
sion of partisan troops pre^oos to an engage- 
ment ? 

To point oiit k general place of rendezvous. 

392. Why? 

Because an operation may miscarry, and 
the partisans be dispersed. 

3d3. What is to be done when an opera- 
tion ftils? 

The partisan troops move off to other 
parts of the country, to avoid pursuit. 

394. May a partisan troop allow itself to 
be discouraged, or dispirited by the failure of 
an operation ? 

Certainly not: it must rather think of 
taking revenge, -and of again surprising the 
enemy by a still bolder attack. 

395. How ought cavidry to conduct them- 
selves during all these operations? 
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With obedKeaee and bntveiy. 

396. On the forcible ooUectton of pran* 
sions^ Jiow shoald the men conduct themt^es 
towards the inhabitants ? 

Friendly and humane. 

397. May a dragoon steal into a single 
house, and take anything more than he is 
ordered, such as money ? 

No ! this would be disgraceful and repug* 
nant to the feelings of an upright soldier. 

398. May a dragoon plunder during the 
battle, strip the dead, &c. f 

No ! the brave man seeks only for renown, 
and not for plunder. 

399. How should a dragoon conduct him-* 
self towards prisoners ? 

Generous and highminded, which are the 
qualifications of a truly brave cavalry 
soldier. 

400. How does a dragoon act when he is 
obliged to give up the field to the enemy ? 
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Each file doieg up and f<^kyw8 i^ leader. 
. 401. Wbalisdieeiitetof this? 

A fifmer body is ^nnnedy whieh can cut 
through the most numoNMis enemy. 

402. When a dn^oon is so miforUmate as 
'. to be taken prisoner, how is he to conduct 

himself? 

Not pusillanimously» but with dignity and 
propriety, by which he will acquire respect 
even from the enemy : a brai^ man is every 
wber^ esteemed. 

403. When he is questioned with regard 
to our army, may he tell truth ? 

No : he must rather by short and ceaehile 
answers, cause the etiiemy, even when he is 
a prisoner, to respect him* 

404. How is a dragoon to act when his 
horse is shot ? 

He must endeavour to obtain a stray horse^ 
or booty horse, whidi iaoftui fomnd diving 
an engagement 



d by Google 



Fimjy ssRvicR op cavajmy. 81 

405. May a wounded, man leave the 
field ? 

Not until his. wounds prevent him from 
riding or fighting. 

406. When a dragoon's ammunition fails, 
or his arms become unserviceable, how is he 
to proceed ? 

He must take ammunition and arms, from 
the dead. 

407. When a dragoon sees that his officer 
is in danger, how is he to act ? 

He must call his comrades, hurry to the 
post where the danger is^ rush himself, if 
necessary, upon the enemy, and rescue his 
officer. 

408. What is the reward of a gallant dra- 
goon, who thus on all occasions performs his 
duty? 

Respect and honourable treatment from 
his superiors, as well as the regard of his 
comrades. 
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409. Is that aU? 

Oh, no ! his commanding officer will re* 
commend him for lewiid to tlie king. 

410. If, however, a dragoon should 
achieve some unccnrnmonly gidlant deed, 
what is the coM^qoenoe? 

His name will be proclaimed ta the whole 
army and to his comntry I 



THE END. 



Shackell and Arrow$m\th, Johnson's-eourt. 
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